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SUBJECT: UK/ICELAND FISHERIES DISPUTE: BRITISH 
TRAWLER'S WARPS CUT BY ICELANDIC GUN BOATS 

REF: LONDON 1805 

1. UK FISHERIES OEEICIALS INEORMED EMBASSY AT 1630 
GMT, FEBRUARY 5, THAT THEY HAD JUST LEARNED THAT UNIDEN- 
TIEIED ICELANDIC GUN BOAT HAS CUT WARPS OP LOCH 
ERIDOL OFP NOPTH EAST COAST OP 

ICELAND. ATTEMPTS WERE MADE TO CUT WARPS ON TWO OTHER 
TRAWLERS AS WELL. PISHERIES OFPICIAL STATED INCIDENT 
OCCURRED IN OLE OF THE CONSERVATION AREAS REPORTEDLY 
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ALTHOUGH ONE MO TWO TRAWLERS HAVE BEEN INFORMED OF 
THESE AREAS THERE HAS BEEN NO OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION OF 
HMG BY ICELANDIC GOVERNMENT. SOURCE ADDED THAT AREAS 
HAD BEEN MENTIONED EARLIER IN SCIENTIFIC TALKS WITH 
ICELANDERS BUT EMPHASIZED THAT NO AGREEMENT HAD BEEN 
REACHED ON THEM NOR ANY OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION OF THEM 
RECEIVED. ALTHOUGH FULL REPORT NOT YET RECEIVED FROM 
LOCH ERIDOL IT WAS FISHERIES OFFICIAL'S UNDERSTANDING 
FROM OTHER TRAWLERS IN AREA THAT GUN BOATS SIMPLY 
ORDERED TRAWLERS TO HAUL NETS WITHOUT MAKING ANY 
REFERENCE TO THEIR FISHING IN A CONSERVATION AREA. 

2. ECO OFFICIAL HAS CONFIRMED INCIDENT. HE 
STATED, .HOWEVER, THAT "BUTTON HAS NOT BEEN PUSHED " 

ON ORDERING OD FRIGATES TO ENTER ICELANDIC WATERS. 

HE ADDED THAT WE COULD DRAW OUR OWN CONCLUSION AS TO 
LIKELIHOOD OF THIS HAPPENING. FOREIGN SECRETARY 
CALLAGHAN DID STATE, HOWEVER, TO HOUSE OF COMMONS 
ON FEBRUARY 4,THAT REINTRODUCTION OF THE FRIGATES WOULD 
BE AUTOMATIC IN CASE OF SUCH AN INCIDENT. 

3. FISHERIES SOURCE SAID THAT CALLAGHAN'S STATEMENT 
WAS A CALCULATED RISK WHICH HMG HOPED WOULD RESTRAIN 
ICELANDERS. 


SOURCE EXPRESSED DEEP REGRET OVER FURTHER DETERIORATION 
OF SITUATION AND EXPRESSED HIS PERSONAL HOPE THAT THERE 
MAY BE SCOPE FOR US PARTICIPATION IN MEDIATION ATTEMPT. 

ON SAYING THIS HE ADDED HASTILY THAT HE WAS SPEAKING 
FOR HIMSELF BUT THAT HE WAS SURE SENIOR (BUT UNSPECIFIED) 
/HMG OFFICIALS FEEL THE SAME WAY. 

SPIERS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SHIP HARASSMENT, FISHING DISPUTES, FISHING BOATS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 05 FEB 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: MartinML 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976LONDON01870 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760044-0426 
From: LONDON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linki 976/newtext/t1 9760279/aaaacrsf.tel 

Line Count: 95 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 LONDON 1805 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: MartinML 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24 MAR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <24 MAR 2004 by ElyME>; APPROVED <28 JUL 2004 by MartinML> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: UK/ICELAND FISHERIES DISPUTE: BRITISH TRAWLER'S WARPS CUT BY ICELANDIC GUN BOATS 
TAGS: EFIS, PFOR, MARR, 1C, UK, US, NATO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



